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MOMORANDUM FOR THE NATIONAL SLCURITY COUNCIL 
SUBJECT: Korean Prisoner Exchange 
Our attention has boon called to the possibility of revarsing, 
in connection with the Korean nogetations, the poliey established 
by the Americans in forld War Tl ef no forcible repatriation of 
prisoners, <n agreement to forcibly repatriate prisoners of war 
in Korea, who prefer to remain wit:in United ‘lations superviacc 
territory, would seriously Impade CIA activities engaged in uwiier 
National Security Council direevives in the following spheres: 
1, GIA efforts to cttain cefections from the Soviet acti 
Soviet orbit countries in Eurepe rest upen the prostise 
of sanctuary which derives its eredibility frou our polie 
in Europe of refvalng forcible repatriation, The teo- 
posed policy in Xorea vould negnte auch credibility. 
2. Our entire pavcl -logicel warfare projram throughout the 
world is based vpon the importance of the individual 
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and the frecdom of individual cholee in the Western ford, 
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Forcible repatriation is eo basieally contredictory t2 
this uwerlying premise of our peyehological warfare 
progran that it would weaken is program inumeagurably. 


25X1 


4. In the event of hot war, our European policy from 
World ¥ar II of no fore’ble repatriation would be an 
important peychological weapon to induce wholesale 
defection and surrender among satellite peoples, Ulatanian 
Russiang and in large areas of the Far East. Reverual 
of this polfey now in connection with the Korean Argistice 


sould prove exnersive beyend calculation by preventing 


Approved For Release 2003/06/03 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001700110171-7 


Approved-For Release 2003/06/03: CIA-RDP80R01731R001700110171-7 


wholesale defection and surrender in tie event of 


hot war. 


In view of the above vcractical conmideratione and wholly apart 


from the moral questions ilivolved, we recommend: 


ls 


Ze 


Ne forcec repatriation. 

An iemediate census in ou POW camps of those Chinese 

and Nerth Koreans who desire repatriations a separation 
of non-—Commmist °Ch's whe do ot wish to be repatriated 
and an effort to trade those who are willing to be 
repatriated for J! prisonere, The possibiiijty thut the 
ratio of exchange would be so favorable te the Ceamunists 
as to mike a trade possible is real enough to justiry tie 
effort. It is quite possible that the Communists‘ 
4nsistence on forced repatriation ise tased upon their 


fear that if an election is permitted to FoR's, cniy @ 
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triekle will clect to return, thereby providing the 
UN with a strong psychological weapon. If the facts 
are otherwise, the issucs may disappear, 

After separation of PUW's whom we would be willing to 
have behind J: lines arc in the event that a trae 

as suggested above cannot be effected, the possit ility 
of staging a wholesale t-reak-out form the camp is 


worthy of consideraticn, 
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